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director Paul Whitener was a football star in high 
school and college. After attending school in the 
same building Hickory Museum of Art is located, 
the former Claremont High School (predecessor 
of Hickory High), Paul attended Duke University 
on a football scholarship. Due to sports-related 
injuries, he left Duke in 1935. Less than 10 years 
later, Paul Whitener founded Hickory Museum of 
Art. How did Paul apply the principles that helped 
him excel in football to his art career? Entire 
Third Floor, Ongoing - "Discover Folk Art: 
Unique Visions by Southern Contemporary Folk 
Artists". A unique experience for the whole family 
to investigate the Museum’s extensive Southern 
Contemporary Folk Art Collection. The Exhibition 
Features: • Re-creations of Artists’ Working En-
vironments • Over 200 Folk Art Objects • Sounds 
& Smells • and More! Free Family Guides for the 
exhibition are available at the Museum’s check-in 
desk in the first floor shopHMA. Copies of the 
children’s book, "Discover Folk Art: An Adventure 
with Artie at the Hickory Museum of Art", are 
also available in the store for $9.95. In the book, 
Artie (HMA’s art-loving mascot) takes a group of 
children on a tour of the galleries and introduces 
them to work by several folk artists including Sam 
“The Dot Man” McMillan and Q.J. Stephenson. 
Little Hands, Big Hands Gallery, Ongoing - 
"Little Hands, Big Hands". Younger visitors can 
be imaginative through creative exploration and 
play. Includes a puppet theater, mini art gallery, 
giant reading throne and more. Admission: Free. 
Hours: Wed.-Sat., 10am-4pm & Sun., 1-4pm. 
Contact: 828/327-8576 or at (http://hickoryart.
org/).
 

Hiddenite

Hiddenite Arts & Heritage Center, 316 Hid-
denite Church Road, Hiddenite. Ongoing - The 
Mission of the Hiddenite Arts & Heritage Center 
is to serve and promote the talented local and 
regional artists and craftspeople at The Lucas 
Mansion and the Educational Complex. The 
Center endeavors to connect the public with the 
rich arts and cultural and natural heritage of the 
northwest NC region by making quality arts and 
heritage programming accessible for all. Addi-
tionally, the Center will build upon its role as the 
Alexander County Visitor Center highlighting 
the many qualities of Alexander County. The 
Center will also strive to improve its offerings 
at the Educational Complex including perform-
ing arts, visual arts, literary arts, pottery and 
quilting. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-4:30 & Sat., 
10am-3pm. Contact: 828/632-6966 or at (hid-
denitearts.org).
 

Highlands

him effortlessly between representational and 
abstraction as he freely adjusted both style and 
medium to convey nature’s essence. In this 
spirit, “From the Lowlands to the Highlands” 
includes both landscapes and abstracts captur-
ing the two regions closest to the artist’s heart, 
the Louisiana bayou and the Appalachian 
Mountains. The artist was drawn to “humble” 
scenes such as log cabins, cemeteries, and 
the mountaineers of Western North Carolina, 
as well as the bayou and common people of 
Louisiana. This monumental exhibition will 
showcase Stevens’ love for nature, his under-
standing and proficiency with color, materials, 
and composition, and how two very different 
environments shaped the career of a Southern 
Modernist. Thompson Gallery, Through Nov. 
30 - "Members Challenge: Legacies". Bascom 
member artists pay homage to the legacies 
of visual traditions that have influenced them 
in this annual juried exhibition. Joel Gallery, 
Sept. 7 - Jan. 4, 2025 - "Feel the Heal: Com-
munity Partner Exhibition." The exhibition offers 
many different artistic interpretations of human 
resiliency including illness, loss, and grief. “The 
Feel the Heal” initiative is based on the belief 
that art has the power to heal, inspire, provoke, 
and challenge. This initiative raises awareness 
about how art is a catalyst for positive change 
and enhances the wellbeing of individuals, 
society, and the environment through artists’ 
creativity. This exhibition will give “Heartists” an 
opportunity to share their journey with all those 
who visit The Bascom. Education Gallery, 
Ongoing - The Bascom offers our students 
and instructors an opportunity to display their 
creative works from workshops and classes. 
The perspectives of these talented individuals 
reveal self-expression, cultural awareness and 
technical discipline. These ongoing displays 
expose the viewer to the analysis, invention, 
exploration and decision making processes 
used by students during the development of 
ideas into a work of art. Horst Winkler Sculp-
ture Trail, Through Apr. 30, 2026 - "Biennial 
Outdoor Sculpture Program 2024 - 2026," 
including works by Georgia Watts, MG Morrow, 
Francis Akosah, Corrina Sephora, J. Aaron 
Alderman, Kristina Peay, and Matt Amante. In 
its fourth year, The Outdoor Sculpture Pro-
gram features new works by celebrated local 
and regional artists on The Bascom Campus 
along the Horst Winkler Sculpture Trail and 
in Cashiers, through the efforts of our partner 
organization, Vision Cashiers. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 
10am-5pm. Contact: 828/526-4949 or at (www.
thebascom.org).

High Point

The Art Gallery at Congdon Yards (formerly 
Theatre Art Galleries), 400 West English Road, 
Suite 151, High Point. Sept. 5 - Oct. 31 - "Artists 
Who Teach," featuring works by area art teach-
ers. Ongoing - The over 11,000-square-foot 
gallery includes a large exhibit space, three state-
of-the-art classrooms, a hands-on children’s area 
and a gift shop. Hands-on instruction in a wide 
variety of media will be offered including acrylic 
and oil painting, watercolor, collage, drawing, 
ceramics, glass fusion and light metal work-
ing classes. Hours: Tue.-Fri.,noon-5pm or by 
appt., closed during the Spring and Fall furniture 
markets and major holidays. Contact: at (www.
tagart.org).

Hillsborough

Downtown Hillsborough, Sept. 27, from 
6-9pm - "Hillsborough Art Walk Last Fridays". 
The Hillsborough Arts Council invites you to 
visit walkable historic and hip Hillsborough. 
Park once and enjoy art galleries, artist studios, 
boutiques and award-winning restaurants. 
Stops on the Hillsborough Art Walk Last Fridays 
include: Hillsborough Arts Council Gallery & Gift 
Shop, Orange County Historical Museum, Hills-
borough Gallery of Arts, Hillsborough/Orange 
County Chamber of Commerce, Hillsborough 
Artists Cooperative and The Skylight Gallery, 
Thomas Stevens Gallery, Coldwell Banker 
Howard Perry and Walston, The Paynter Law 
Firm, Margaret Lane Gallery, K’s Closet - 
Hillsborough and Cedar Walk Wellness Center. 
Contact: (www.lastfridaysartwalk.org).

C3/HAC Satellite Gallery, 128 N Churton 
Street, Hillsborough. Ongoing - In partnership 
with C3 Hillsborough, a co-working space for 
many local businesses and entrepreneurs, 
HAC is further connecting artists & audiences 
through a collaborative gallery space. HAC’s 
Satellite Gallery program seeks to expand our 
collective support of local artists and create 
more spaces for diversity in Hillsborough arts 
events & programs. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9am-5-
pm and open till 9pm on select Last Fridays. 
Contact: 919/643-2500 or at (www.hillsbor-
oughartscouncil.org).

Eno Arts Mill, 437 Dimmocks Mill Road, Suite 
17, in Hillsborough. Ongoing - The Eno Arts Mill 
is an arts hub located in the historic Eno Mill in 
West Hillsborough, NC, managed by the Orange 
County Arts Commission. The Eno Arts Mill is 
home to the Eno Mill Gallery, a 1,000 square foot 
exhibit space that offers our studio artists the op-
portunity to exhibit their work. Each of our studio 
artists have a one-month featured exhibit of their 
work on a rotating basis. New gallery exhibits 
open the first Friday of each month and feature 
the opportunity to visit our artist studios and enjoy 
live music, food trucks and beverages. Hours: 
Tue.-Sat., noon-5pm. Contact: 919/245-2335 or 
at (artsorange.org).

The HAC Gallery, Hillsborough Arts Coun-
cil, 102 North Churton Street, across the 
street from the Wooden Nickel, Hillsborough. 
Through Oct. 21 - "The Beauty from Within​: 
Artwork by Jocelyn Olin Gregory & Ingrid Harm-
Ernandes". Through their collaboration, Jocelyn 
and Ingrid aim to provoke thought and emotion, 
encouraging a deeper appreciation for the natu-
ral world and the complex narratives embedded 
within it. Their combined expertise and shared 
passion for artistic expression promise to cap-
tivate audiences and inspire contemplation on 
the profound mysteries of existence. Ongoing 
- Offers a venue for emerging and mid-career 
artists to show and sell their work. Hours: 
Wed.-Sat., noon-4pm. Contact: 919/643-2500 
or at (www.hillsboroughartscouncil.org).

Hudson

Red Awning Gallery at The HUB Station Arts 
Center, 145 Cedar Valley Road, Hudson. On-
going - An 80-year-old, former school campus 
has been transformed by the Town of Hudson 
into a 21st century hub for business develop-
ment and artistic creation and enjoyment. The 
Town chose to blend the past with the present 
as they envisioned the future for residents and 
visitors. We invite you to visit HUB Station – 
former Hudson School – a classical structure 
and repurposed treasure celebrating the vitality 
of community through arts and business. Gal-
lery hours: Wed.-Fri., noon-5pm & Sat., 10am-
2pm. Contact: 828/726-8871 or at (https://www.
thehubstation.com/).

Kings Mountain

Southern Arts Society Gift Shop & Gallery, 
301 N. Piedmont Ave. (NC 216), located in the 
old Southern Railway Depot at the corner of 
Battleground Ave and N. Piedmont Ave in the 
Kings Mountain Art Center, Kings Mountain.  
The Reavis Gallery, Through Sept. 20 - 
"Gateway to Nature Art Exhibit & Competition" 
and "Trail Photography Competition". “Gateway 
to Nature” is an art exhibition and competition 
sponsored by Southern Arts Society to explore 
the beauty of the world around us and how we 
interact with nature. Artists were asked to cre-
ate work that celebrates, references, or chal-
lenges our relationship with the natural world. 
There is a wide variety of media featured in the 
show – painting (oil, watercolor, acrylic, pastel), 
colored pencil, collage, photography, and mixed 
media. Artists from around the region entered 
over seventy works for this year’s exhibit. Indi-
vidual artists explore diverse views from colors 
and styles to express their interpretation of the 
landscape, flora and fauna. You will recognize 
places, birds, animals, and insects, caught 
in a glimpse, that are put down on canvas or 
captured in a photograph. These ephemeral 
moments are artistically captured to enjoy for 
posterity. Also on view is the Trail photography 
competition, sponsored by the Kings Mountain 
Gateway Trail and Southern Arts Society. This 
exhibit features photos taken on the Gateway 
Trail over the past two years. Visitors along 
the trail, both two and four legged, winged and 
not, all provide great photo opportunities to 
the perceptive observer. Even with the latest 
technology in cameras, it truly takes patience 
and a steady hand to catch a flitting butterfly 
or bee in flight. Ongoing - Exhibits, gift shop 
& classes. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-2pm and 
by appt. Contact: 704/739-5585, e-mail at 
(southernartssociety@gmail.com) or at (www.
southernartssociety.org) and Facebook.

Kinston

Community Council for the Arts, 400 N. 
Queen Street, Kinston. Ongoing - The Com-
munity Council for the Arts is the regional center 
unifying community ties through exposure to the 
arts and providing rich cultural experiences while 
promoting tourism, economic development, and 
educational opportunities for all. Ongoing - Shop 
the Art Market - Featuring paintings, pottery, jew-
elry, glassware, baskets, textiles, soaps, quilts, 
woodwork & more - always changing. Hours: 
Tue.-Fri., 10am-6pm & Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact:  
252/527-2517 or at (www.kinstoncca.com).

SmART Gallery, 210 N Queen Street, Kinston. 
Ongoing - As an art gallery in Kinston, SmART 
Gallery promotes and showcases the work of the 
“smARTist” – artists-in-residence participating in 

the SmART Kinston City Project Foundation. Our 
gallery provides an inviting and welcoming space 
for the public to buy and admire these artists’ 
works. By providing a space in which to display 
their latest pieces, artists appreciate their role in 
sharing their creative aspirations with a wider au-
dience. Hours: Thur.-Sat., 2-6pm & Sun. 1-4pm. 
Contact: 252/933-9072 or e-mail at (smartgal-
lery2019@gmail.com). 

Lenoir

Western North Carolina Sculpture Center 
& Park, 4612 Patterson School Drive, Lenoir.
Ongoing - The Western North Carolina Sculpture 
Center & Park is dedicated to connecting people 
with the arts through exhibitions, interactions with 
artists, and the opportunity to experience creative 
processes in an inclusive environment. The WNC 
Sculpture Park is on track to hit the 100 sculp-
tures mark this year, a great milestone to coincide 
with its 5th year anniversary. Hours: e-mail for 
hours. Contact: e-mail at (wncsculpture@gmail.
com).or at (www.wncsculpture.org).

Work by Francis Akosah - The Bascom

Work by James Darr, 2022 Best in Show
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     ALTERNATE ART SPACES - Lenoir
T.H. Broyhill Walking Park, in Lenoir. Sept. 7, 
from 9am-4pm, rain or shine - "38th Annual 
Sculpture Celebration". When the Caldwell Arts 
Council held its first Sculpture Celebration in 
1985, few could have imagined that it would con-
tinue today. Held annually on the Saturday after 
Labor Day at the Broyhill Walking Park in Lenoir, 
NC, the nationally recognized event draws 
sculptors, mostly who live east of the Mississippi, 
in competition for $11,000 in cash awards and 
potential sales. The event is free to the public and 
opens to thousands of people who come to take 
in the beautiful grounds studded with sculpture. 
The event is held rain or shine and includes live 
music, on-site food trucks, and free shuttle ser-
vice to and from off-site parking. For questions or 
further information, feel free to email us at (info@
caldwellarts.com), call 828/754-2486. or visit 
(caldwellarts.com). 

Lumberton

Inner Peace Center for the Arts, 700 N. Rob-
erts Avenue, Lumberton. Ongoing - We are 
an art gallery designed to educate, enlighten, 
enrich and entertain patrons of all ages while 
providing leadership and support to advance 
the visual and performing arts in our com-
munity. Hours: Wed.-Fri., 11am-5pm. Contact: 
910/733-1046 or at (www.ipcarts.com). 

Marshall

Flow Gallery, 14 S. Main St., Marshall. Ongoing 
- Flow is a cooperative gallery owned, operated 
and curated by artists, offering for sale the best 
of local and regional crafted objects and arts, 
traditional and contemporary. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 
10am-4pm or by appt. Contact: 828/649-1686 or 
at (www.flowmarshall.com).

Mars Hill

Mars Landing Galleries, 37 Library Street, 
Mars Hill. Ongoing - Mars Landing Galleries is 
a standout gallery for the works of artists and 
makers nestled in and around the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Each exhibit space is curated as a 
solo-show, in an effort to provide viewers ample 

The Bascom, a center for the visual arts, 323 
Franklin Rd., covered bridge entrance at the 
end of Main Street, Highlands. Sept. 27-28, 
2024 - "14th Annual Bascom Clay Sympo-
sium," highlighting the talents of three animal 
and figurative clay artists: Christine Kosiba, 
Andréa Keys Connell, and Taylor Robebalt. 
The itinerary of events includes a keynote ad-
dress by Stephanie Moore, Excutive Director 
of The Center for Craft (Asheville), a show 
and sale of the artists’ work in the Bascom’s 
Greehey Atrium Gallery, public reception and 
demonstrations by the featured artists. Learn 
more at (TheBascom.org). Bunzl Gallery, 
Through Jan. 11, 2025 - "From the Lowlands 
to the Highlands," featuring works by Will Henry 
Stevens, curated by Michael Manes. A recep-
tion will be held on Sept. 15, beginning at 5pm. 
Will Henry Stevens’ life (1881-1949) began and 
ended in a small riverboat community along the 
Ohio River, but the years between spent in New 
Orleans and Western North Carolina were de-
fined by his tireless pursuit of a visual language 
for his vast creative energy.  His enduring curi-
osity about the natural world, and his belief that 
there was a purpose – a design – in nature, led 

https://caldwellarts.com/

