City of Charleston, SC, Offers Art
Exhibition Focused on Preservation

The City of Charleston Office of Cultural
Affairs presents Preservation Through
Art: Charleston, an exhibition at City
Gallery that presents new interpretations
by Charleston area artists of 150-year-old
etchings of local vistas, on view at City
Gallery, from July 19 through Sept. §,2024.
Acreception will be held on July 19, from
5-7pm, and an artist’s talk on Aug. 10,
beginning at 2pm. Both events are free and
open to the public.
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Henry Fenn, “Live Oak on the Ashley” 1880s,
etching, from “Picturesque America”
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Elizabeth Hasegawa Agresta, “Drayton Hall, Live
Oak on the Ashley”, oil on art board.

Scott Varn, “Live Oal”, ink wash

around America and paint any scene you
found to be inspiring and picturesque; to
create tales of adventure along with beauti-
ful visuals to share with a nation recovering
from the Civil War. This scenario became
areality in the late 1800s when Appleton
Press employed prominent artists and writ-
ers to venture across the country in search
of amazing natural and historic landmarks.
Their stories and artwork resulted in the
creation of a comprehensive travelogue
publication known as Picturesque America.
The artists and writers were captivated by
the bountiful beauty they discovered and
inadvertently became part of a new move-
ment - one sparking the idea that we should
protect these landmarks.

Over 150 years later, Preserving A Pictur-
esque America (PAPA), a non-profit organi-
zation, endeavors to continue their mis-
sion to enlighten and protect these special
places through the power of the arts. PAPA
collaborates with local artists and histori-
ans, environmental, and cultural groups in
areas across the country to raise awareness
of natural and historic landmarks in need
of protection. For Preservation Through
Art: Charleston, artists have retraced the
footsteps and brushstrokes of celebrated
Picturesque America artist Harry Fenn, who
visited Charleston in 1870.

For this exhibit, the artists have created
new works to portray the original sites as
they appear today. This “then and now”
demonstrates if we have been good stew-
ards of these natural and historic treasures.

Artists participating in the exhibition
include: Elizabeth Hasegawa Agresta, Yo-
shiko Agresta, Mahoganee Amiger, Chris
Bell, Kay Bilisoly, Jennifer Black, Claudia
Boyce, Louise Britton, Marcie Cavanagh,
Morgan Conklin, James Daniel, Debbie
Daniels, Fran Davies, Joyce Erb, Mary
Edna Fraser, Jonathan Green, Hannah
Hall, Mark Harmon, Giselle Harrington,
Karyn Healey, Mary Hoffman, Rebecca
Hoyle, Sha Huang, Cynthia Huston,
Stephanie Marzella, Rich Nelson, Jacki
Newell, Jeanne O’Neal, Richard Oversmith,
Kathy Parker, Fallon Pepper, Linda Pep-
per, Rosie Phillips, Leslie Pratt-Thomas,
Sheila Preston-Ford, Ann Reames, Connie
Rigdon, Deborah Rosato, Patricia Sabre,
Nicole Seitz, Olivia Seitz, Francis Sills,
Amelia Spade, Sheryl Stalnaker, Mary
Kyle Stuckey, Patricia Sweet, Susan Trott,
Barbara Rawson, Scott Varn, and Barbara

Henry Fenn, “From the Bay” 1880s, etching, from
“Picturesque America”

canvas

The non-profit organization Preserving A
Picturesque America (PAPA) collaborates
with artists, writers, historians, environmen-
tal organizations, and like-minded individu-
als to use the power of the arts to protect
and preserve natural and historic landmarks
across the country. PAPA strives to shift
public perspective towards the importance
of the natural landscape through art experi-
ences and opportunities to reconnect with
nature and use those opportunities to raise
funding that will facilitate the protection
and preservation of Picturesque America
sites across the country.

Founder and Executive Director Scott
Varn is an artist and longtime conservation-
ist. While searching for prints depicting
his home area of Western North Carolina,
he found some classic engravings of the
French Broad River at an online estate
auction and ordered them. He discovered
they were from the publication, Picturesque
America. Created by Appleton Press be-
tween 1872 and 1874, Picturesque America
was a serial released in 48 parts and eventu-
ally bound into two large volumes which
included over 900 engravings of natural and
historic landscapes.

Publishers asked celebrated writers
and artists of the time who created “trav-
elogue” style tales describing wondrous
places across America. Their work raised
public awareness of our country’s bountiful
beauty and has played an important role in
the protection of natural lands and historic
places. PAPA aims to follow in the footsteps
and brushstrokes of the original writers and
artists, to rediscover the same places and
document their current state of existence,
to bring awareness to others that places
important to people from the past should
be protected and preserved for those in the
future.

City Gallery, located at Joe Riley Water-
front Park, is owned by the City of Charles-
ton and operated by the City of Charleston
Office of Cultural Affairs, presenting an
annual program of exhibitions and events
featuring the finest contemporary art from
local, regional, national and international
artists, with a focus on the Lowcountry.
City Gallery is located on Prioleau Street in
downtown Charleston. City Gallery remains
open during the adjacent construction on
Prioleau Street. The entrance to the gallery
can be accessed via stairs from Waterfront
Park, or by walking down the drive on the
north side of the building. Elevator access
can be found inside the construction fences,
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COMING SOON!

PASTEL SOCIETY OF
SouTH CAROLINA’S
FIRST
ONLINE OPEN PASTEL
EXHIBITION

JUROR OF SELECTION &
JUDGE OF AWARDS:

JEANNE ROSIER SMITH,
IAPS EMINENT PASTELIST,
PSA MASTER ARTIST,
ASMA SIGNATURE ARTIST

Resplendent by Tammy Papa
2023 Best in Show for
PSSC Judged Members’ Exhibition

OPEN FOR ENTRIES: JULY 1§, 2024
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: SEPTEMBER 3, 2024

AWARDS ANNOUNCEMENT:
SEPTEMBER 14TH ONLINE MEETING/RECEPTION

‘WATCH PASTELSOCIETYOFSC.COM FOR DETAILS!

PASTEL SOCIETY
of South Carolina

Promoting the Fine Art of Pastels

I O)

www.pastelsocietyofsc.com

Stand with Ukraine

Ityou are able here is alist of the Top-Rated

Charities to help the Ukrainian Relief Effort.
From MSNBC Spccial: UkraineAnswering ITheCall.com
Click Here to See CNBC for Individual Links Below

Medical Services
UNICEF USA
International Medical Corps

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Heart to Heart International

Catholic Relief Services

Heart to Heart International GlobalGiving
Mercy Corps World Hope International
World Vision Convoy of Hope
UNICEF USA
ActionAid USA
Medical Supplies World Help
Americares Operation Blessing International
Project C.UR.E. World Vision International Relief Teams
MAP International Water Mission
Heart to Heart International World Vision
UNICEF USA
MedShare Emergency Housing
Direct Relief World Vision
Project HOPE UNICEF USA_
Operation USA A Chance In Life
World Help
Islamic Relief USA
GlobalGiving

Non-Medical Supplies

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

Operation USA Catholic Relief Services

Mercy Corps

Americares - Long-Term Assistance

Matthew 25: Ministries Center for Disaster Philanthropy
MedShare Catholic Relief Services
International Relief Teams World Help

World Help Operation Blessing International
Project HOPE

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

Other (cash/cash vouchers, logistic supply)

Operation Blessing International World Vision

GlobalGiving American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
ActionAid USA Islamic Relief USA

UNICEF USA Heart to Heart International

Save the Children Church World Service

Episcopal Relief & Development ActionAid USA

Catholic Relief Services Americares

World Hope International Samaritan’s Purse

Good360 UNICEF USA
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https://ukraineansweringthecall.com/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/09/heres-a-list-of-top-rated-charities-to-help-the-ukraine-relief-effort.html?&qsearchterm=top%20rated%20charities%20for%20ukraine
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156601341393945
https://www.instagram.com/pastelsocietysc/?igshid=YzcxN2Q2NzY0OA%3D%3D
https://www.pastelsocietyofsc.com/
https://www.pastelsocietyofsc.com/

