Artists Collective | Spartanburg, SC,
Offers Artworks by Three Relatlves

Artists Collective | Spartanburg, SC, will
present It’s Relative: Three Perspectives,
One Exhibition, a group show on view in
Gallery I and III from July 11 through Aug.
5,2023. A reception will be held on July 20,
till 8pm, as part of ArtWalk Spartanburg.

The art forms of acrylic and oil painting,
generative and 3D digital art, and watercol-
ors are all quite different in style and results.
Still, a shared love of art, even through
different media, can be a unifying force as
shown in an upcoming exhibition.

The exhibit will encompass oils and
acrylics by Andrew Donnan; watercolors
by his wife’s aunt, Susan McCravy Hoppes;
and generative 3D non-Al art by his son, Al-
exander Donnan. The 30 pieces of artwork
in the exhibit will be offered for purchase,
with prices ranging from $50 to $500.

“In this exhibit, just as in life, the impor-
tance of family shines through,” Andrew
Donnan says. “Despite differences in style
or medium, the shared love of art brings
the family together and serves as a unifying
force. The exhibit represents a true col-
laboration, with family members inspiring
and supporting one another in their artistic
pursuits. It is a testament to the power of fa-
milial bonds and the unique creative energy
that can arise from shared experiences and
passions.”

Donnan adds, “Ultimately, the exhibit
is a celebration of family and the many
forms that artistic expression can take. From
watercolor landscapes to generative 3D art,
each piece represents a unique perspective
and a contribution to the collective creative
vision of the family.”

The idea for the exhibit “was born out
of years of familial connection over art,
no matter the medium, style or approach,”
he says. “Sue, Alex and I have all inspired
each other over the years with our love of
art, and now we want to invite others into
our appreciation and celebration of creative
endeavors.”

Hoppes’ watercolors are used to “show-
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case landscapes, flowers and animals, bring-
ing together different elements of nature in a
unique and captivating,” Donnan says. “Oil
and acrylic paintings are featured promi-
nently, with impressionist-style depictions
of travel destinations and fields of flow-

ers that evoke a sense of wonder and awe.
Another interesting approach featured in

the exhibit is the use of oils and acrylics to
create the intricate patterns and vivid colors
of stained-glass windows.

“In addition to these traditional forms of
art, the exhibit also features generative art
that uses 3D technology to create mesmer-
izing and immersive experiences,” Donnan
continues. “This innovative approach to art
is not Al-generated, but rather the result of
the artist’s creativity and imagination.

“Each piece in this exhibit is a testament
to the limitless potential of human creativ-
ity and the boundless ways in which we can
capture the beauty of the world around us.
The diverse range of styles and mediums on
display offers something for everyone and
invites viewers to explore the many differ-
ent ways in which art can enrich our lives.”

Donnan says the group hopes visitors
to the exhibit “will walk away feeling
inspired and uplifted by the range of artistic
expression on display. Each artist brings
their unique voice and perspective to the
table, with a variety of styles, mediums
and subject matter represented. The hope is
that viewers will connect with the diversity
of the collection, finding something that
resonates with their own experiences and
interests. By showcasing such a broad range
of artistic styles and subject matter, the
artists hope to demonstrate the incredible
versatility and power of art to communicate
and connect with people from all walks of
life.”
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Work by Susan McCravy Hoppee

“We are excited for the opportunity to
collaborate and showcase a diverse range
of perspectives and artistic mediums in this
show,” Donnan says. “Our hope is that it
will inspire artists and art lovers of all ages
and backgrounds to appreciate the many
different forms of creativity and expression
that exist in the world.

“By bringing together a variety of styles
and perspectives, we aim to create an
inclusive space that celebrates the unique
voice of each artist and encourages viewers
to engage with art in a new and meaningful
way.

“Susan’s watercolor paintings are in-
spired by the beauty of the natural world,”
Donnan explains. “Her work captures the
essence of nature and reflects her profound
connection to it. The delicate strokes and
soft colors evoke a sense of calmness and
tranquility, inviting the viewer to immerse
themselves in the beauty of the natural
world.”

Alex Donnan’s background in game
design has had a significant influence on
his digital art practice, his father says. “His
years of experience in game design and
development have given him a deep under-
standing of digital technology, coding and
3D modeling.”

Andrew Donnan says his own art “is
characterized by my impressionistic style,
which imbues my pieces with a sense of
light, color and emotion. My work often de-
picts landscapes and natural scenes, which
I capture through a careful balance of form
and color.”

Donnan, who grew up in Frederick,
Maryland, is a graduate of Heidelberg Col-
lege, where he took several art classes, and
received his master’s degree in critical care
medicine and physician assistant studies.
He worked as a physician assistant for 38
years before retiring in 2022. He began
painting in 1989 as an escape from work
and to explore his left-brain nature. His
work has been shown at the Artists Collec-
tive | Spartanburg, the Spartanburg County
Public Libraries and Albany Georgia Fine
Arts Competition.

Alex Donnan is an interface engineer,
game developer in addition to being an art-
ist. He and his wife live in California.

Hoppes always was interested in painting
but never had the opportunity to pursue it
until her retirement in 2004. After a 31-year
teaching career in District 7 of Spartanburg
County ended, she assumed the role of
student, studying with and learning from
talented artists in this area. She is a member
of SC Watermedia Society, the Spartanburg
Artist Guild, TAC and Tryon Painters and
Sculptors.

The exhibit marks a special occasion as
Alex Donnan, for the first time, joins his
family in showcasing his digital art, says his
father, a member of the Artists Collective
for six years. “Susan and I are thrilled to
continue our artistic collaboration, having
worked together on previous occasions. To-
gether, we three artists bring a diverse and
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exciting collection that celebrates our years
of artistic pursuit and creation.”

“The Atrtists Collective | Spartanburg holds
a special place in our hearts as a community
that has nurtured and supported our creative
pursuits,” Andrew Donnan says. “We are
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to
showcase our work in such a welcoming
and inspiring space. The Collective pro-
vides a platform for artists to come together,
share ideas, and create something truly
beautiful. We feel honored to be a part of
this community and to have our art dis-
played alongside so many talented artists.
ACS embodies the spirit of collaboration
and creativity, and we hope that our art can
contribute to this vibrant and supportive
community.”

craft made by local artists!

Work by Arldy Donnan

The Artists Collective | Spartanburg,
located on W. Main Street, provides a forum
and home for the arts and creative popula-
tion of Spartanburg, providing facilities
and services to artist members for exhibits,
performances and creation.

For further information check our SC
Institutional Gallery listings or visit
(artistscollectivespartanburg.org).

Artists Collective | Spartanburg,
SC, Features Works by Greenville
Contemporary Pr1nt Collectlve

Artists Collective | Spartanburg, SC,
will present Inked, Brushed, Rolled and
Penciled: Collective Perspective: Seeing
Outside the Box, Prints and Exploratory
Artwork in Other Mediums, featuring works
by members of the Greenville Contempo-
rary Print Collective, on view in the Solo-
mon Gallery, from July 11 through Aug.
27,2023. The show will feature works by
16 Print Collective artists and three invited
members of the Artist Collective. A recep-
tion will be held on July 20, till 8pm, as part
of ArtWalk Spartanburg.

Participating members from the Con-
temporary Print Collective include: Barbara
Ervin, Susan Staggs, Marty Epp-Carter,
Katya Cohen, Steven Chapp, Shaun McCal-
lum, Jared Stanley, Joel Wilkinson, Roberta
Restaino, Catherine Labbe, Gerry Wubben,
Nancy Jaramillo, Luis Jaramillo, Mandy
Ferguson, Meredith Bogardus Skinner and
Orlando Corona. Three Artist Collective |
Spartanburg artists participating by special
invitation will be Jim Creal, Hague Wil-
liams and Addam Duncan. An exhibition of
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prints and artwork in a variety of media by
each participant.

The artists from the Contemporary Print
Collective will show member prints in
tandem with artwork created in other media,
according to Nancy Jaramillo and Catherine
Labbe, organizers of the exhibition.

The exhibition has no theme imposed on
the artist, showing artwork selected by the
continued on Page 11


https://artistscollectivespartanburg.org/
http://www.festivalofdiscovery.com/

