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     FRANK, the Franklin Street arts 
collective, in Chapel Hill, NC, is present-
ing several exhibits including: Member 
Spotlight Show, on view through July 3; 
Elements, featuring works by Peg Bachen-
heimer, on view through June 12; Between 
the Lines, featuring a collaborative work 
by Peg Gignoux and young poets from 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro and Orange County 
High Schools, on view from June 14 
through July 11, 2011. 
     With the Member Spotlight Show, the 
curatorial staff has found a balance be-
tween variety and consolidation. FRANK 
always has a great variety of art on 
display, with many styles, mediums, and 
approaches to the visual represented. With 
the focus in this show on our member 
artists, those visiting the gallery will also 
get concentrated looks at a small body of 
work by each of our twenty-four member 
artists in this exhibit. The result is a treat 
to the eye.
     The individual artist spots add a 
rhythm to one’s visual experience of 
the gallery, a cohesion that serves as a 
counterpoint to the great variety of work 
on display. 

resin and pigment are heated and applied 
to a wood panel. Each layer of wax is 
fused with the heat of a torch or heat gun, 
making it one with the previous layer. In 
the encaustic process, color and texture 
are created with many layers of pigmented 
wax, oil paint, paper and other collage 
materials. The surface can be built up and 
scraped back.
     Bachenheimer has been painting since 
1998. After raising her children, and at 
the end of a long career teaching first and 
second grade in the Chapel Hill Carrboro 
City Schools, she took many classes at the 
Arts Center in Carrboro and spent time 
learning at Penland School of Crafts in 
the North Carolina mountains. Art has 
always been important in her life and was 
a part of her earliest experience as the 
daughter of a museum director. Now, she 
paints almost every day at the home studio 
she built. Bachenheimer has lived in the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro area for over 40 
years and now lives in Carrboro with her 
husband, Steve.
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     In this new series of paintings, Ele-
ments, Peg Bachenheimer explores paint-
ing the light and color of natural elements 
interacting. She uses the Chinese concept 
of the five elements of nature: wood, 
fire, earth, metal, and water, as well as 
the Hindu elements: air, earth, fire, water 
and spirit. From that beginning, she has 
painted abstract landscapes that express a 
love of color and texture.
     Saying, “I see painting as an act of 
faith,” Bachenheimer believes that her 
intuition and the painting itself will tell 
her where to go, resulting in a vibrant and 
highly textured abstract surface. As she 
builds up many layers of color, her inten-
tion is for her paintings to convey a rich 
visual and tactile experience connected to 
feelings evoked by the mystery and beauty 
of life.
     Sometimes Bachenheimer paints with 
oils over a highly textured acrylic surface 
on canvas. In this process, she layers 
acrylic inks and mediums and then paints 
on top with oil paint using both brush and 
palette knife. Other times, she works in 
the encaustic medium in which beeswax, 

     The exhibit, Between the Lines, fea-
tures a collaboration between youth poets 
and Peg Gignoux
     During the winter and spring of 2011, 
Gignoux has been leading a textile resi-
dency in her Carrboro studio with youth 
poets from Chapel Hill, Carrboro and 
Orange County High Schools to create a 
collaborative poem in cloth. Gignoux’s 
role as facilitator of this public art project 
is to see that the participants generate 
words: words that reflect beliefs, ideas and 
dreams rooted in personal experience and 
embed them in cloth. Scribbled journal 
entries and poetry shards have found their 
way off of the page and into fabric by way 
of screen printing, hand dyed silk overlays 
and stitching layers together.
     The Sacrificial Poets (C. J. Suitt, Kane 
Smego and Will Mcinerney) have been 
working with Gignoux and the teens to 
write a collaborative poem with the theme 
of “Voice in the Community.” Together 
they have built their group poem out of 
the screen printed and hand dyed fabrics, 
creating a large wall piece, approximately 
10’ x 10’ in size.
     For further information check our NC 
Institutional Gallery listings, call FRANK 
at 919/636-4135 or visit 
(www.frankisart.com).

You can contact us by calling 843/825-3408 
or by e-mail at - info@carolinaarts.com

     The Museum of the Albemarle in 
Elizabeth City, NC, is presenting the ex-
hibit, Formed, Fired and Finished: North 
Carolina Art Pottery, on view through 
May 12, 2012. 
     The exhibition features a collection of 
more than 90 pottery pieces on loan from 
Dr. Everett James and Dr. Nancy Farmer, 
of Chapel Hill, NC. Showcasing unusual 
works by talented potters, it represents the 
first and largest showing of North Caro-
lina pottery in Eastern North Carolina.
     “This is a rare opportunity to see 
unique works by some of North Carolina’s 
preeminent potters in one location,” said 
Museum of the Albemarle Administrator 
Ed Merrell.
     North Carolina’s art pottery tradition 
traces its lineage to the 1760s when im-
migrant potters, mostly from England and 
Germany, settled their families in Central 
North Carolina, known today as the Sea-
grove area. Living on remote farms built 
on rich deposits of clay, the families made 
pottery for sale and trade. This traditional 
ceramic ware was used up to the early 
20th century when a movement known as 
Arts and Crafts was sweeping the country. 
With an eye toward traditional craftsman-
ship and simple forms, the potters adopted 
the movement and began converting their 
traditional pottery forms into stylized 
shapes with a new palette of glazes.
     “They converted jugs, butter churns 
and storage jars into decorative ceramics 
and called the new forms “fancy ware.” 
Today, this style is known as North Caro-
lina Art Pottery. This transition helped 
keep North Carolina’s oldest continuous 
industry alive and thriving. The exhibit 
is a visual testament to their determina-
tion to remain in control of their (own) 
destinies.”
     The collection of James and Farmer 

is based on this time period and includes 
pieces from the eastern Piedmont families; 
Cravens, Coles, Owen (Owens), Aumans, 
and Teagues, from the Catawba Valley 
region; Hiltons, List, Propst, Ritchie, Re-
inhardt, and Craig, well-known Seagrove 
and Catawba Valley potters who embraced 
the “fancy ware” tradition. A few pieces 
of Catawba and Cherokee Indian will 
be displayed to examine the influences 
of tourist and the change to fancy ware. 
These regions made the most art pottery 
and are connected by the Hilton family, 
who worked and transferred ideas from 
Seagrove to Catawba.
     Both James and Farmer, who are mar-
ried, are avid collectors with familial ties 
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