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New York City. For the last two decades, Ruben |

Natal-San Miguel has been challenging the
expectations of who gets memorialized and
celebrated in our art spaces. His portrait Mama
(Beautiful Skin) has been one of the most
impactful photographs in the Mint galleries

in recent years. The woman—arms crossed,
shoulders back—stares at us, the viewer, with
confrontation that may outshine her own con-
fidence. The bold red backdrop—a van, with
slight reflections in the refulgent surface—high-
lights not only her stalwart posture, but also,
her skin, an effect of vitiligo. The details—her
skin, her cornrows, the white Tshirt, even the
red van—are not elements often seen in an art
gallery or museum. This is Natal-San Miguel’s
mission: to introduce a new range of venerated
beauty for our consideration.

Aberdeen

The Exchange Street Gallery of Fine Art, 129
Exchange Street, in the old Aberdeen Rockfish
Railroad storage terminal, Aberdeen. Ongoing
- The Artist’s League of the Sandhills currently
houses 35 artists-in-residence studios and
offers classes by local professional artists and
workshops by nationally known artists. Hours:
Mon.-Sat., noon -3pm. Contact: 910/944-

3979, or at (www.artistleague.org).

Alamance County

BAL Gallery, Holly Hill Mall and Business
Center, 309 Huffman Mill Rd., Exit 141 off of
185/140, Burlington. Ongoing - Since the begin-
ning of Burlington Artists League in 1972, we
have grown to represent many local artists in
our immediate area. BAL’s express purpose

is to promote and elevate the area artists and
their fine art spirit in Burlington, NC, and sur-
rounding areas, thereby creating outlets for the
artists and encourging their continuing efforts to
improve and create more art work. Along with
wall art and bin reproductions, the BAL Artists
Gallery also includes 3-D art such as sculp-
tures and pottery. Hours: Mon.-Fri., noon-8pm;
Sat., 10am-9pm, & Sun. for special events.
Contact: 336-584-3005 or at (http:/balartists.
com/joomla/).

1873 Capt. James & Emma Holt White House,
213 South Main Street, 2 1/2 blocks off 185/40,
exit#147, Graham. Home of the Alamance
County Arts Council. Installed on the front lawn
of Alamance Arts, Through Spring 2021 - "Em-
bracing Peace, Seward Johnson". The six-month
installation is a collaboration between Alamance
Arts and the Seward Johnson Atelier, a not-for-
profit entity that encourages the placement and
sharing of public art. “Embracing Peace” captures
the jubilance of Americans on V-J Day, August
14, 1945. It honors the memory of the past, re-
minding us of the sacrifice of a nation, and awak-
ening younger generations to the heroic stories of
America’s Greatest Generation. Ongoing - We
are committed to shaping the cultural identity

of Alamance County by making art a tangible
presence in the lives of its citizens. We strive to
enhance the quality of life by engaging people

in a diverse array of art through the delivery of
programming and education, and through the
provision of facilities, advocacy, promotion, and
funding. Ongoing - Picasso’s Gift Shop, located
in the Captain White House, promises unique
finds of local, regional, and international art. The
beautiful arts and craft items sold in the store help
support the artist in the community. Featuring

a wide variety of art, pottery and glass. Admis-
sion: free. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9am-5pm. Contact:
336/226-4495 or at (www.alamancearts.org).

Mebane Arts and Community Center, 622
Corregidor Street, Mebane. Jan. 14 - Mar. 14
- Featuring an exhibit of works by Barbara Ann
Scott. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9am-4pm. Contact:
call the Center at 919/563-3629, ext. 2 or
919/304-3378 or contact the Alamance County
Arts Council at 336-226-4495 or at (www.
alamancearts.org).

Albemarle

Falling Rivers Gallery, 330-N Second Street,
Albemarle. Through Jan. 2 - "From Our Hands
- Holiday Craft Show". Support loocal artists
and crafters by giving one of a kind gifts this
holiday! Ongoing - The gallery is a cooperative
venue of the Stanly Arts Guild. Member staffed,
this gallery offers the very best in local art and
crafts including oil and watercolor, photogra-
phy, pottery and ceramic art, jewelry, native
American art, gourd sculpture and much more.
Hours: Tue.-Fri., 10am-5pm; Thur. till 6:30pm &
Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact: 704/983-4278 or at
(www.fallingriversgallery.com).
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Sally Mann, “Sorry Game”, 1989, gelatin silver
print, image: 19 x 23 inches, sheet: 19 1516 x
23 1316 inches. Whitney Museum of American
Art, New York. © Sally Mann, image courtesy
Whitney Museum of American Art.

Asheville Art Museum, 2 South Pack Square

at Pack Place, Asheville. Through Mar. 15 -
"Question Bridge: Black Males". The three-hour
documentary-styled art installation "Question
Bridge: Black Males" will be on view at the
Asheville Art Museum. This innovative transme-
dia project facilitates a dialogue between Black
men from diverse and contending backgrounds,
and creates a platform for them to represent and
redefine Black male identity in America. Through
Mar. 15 - "Vantage Points: Contemporary Pho-
tography from the Whitney Museum of American
Art". The exhibit features a selection of photo-
graphic works from the 1970s to the mid-2000s
that highlights how photography has been used
to represent individuals, places, and narratives.
Drawn exclusively from the Whitney’s permanent
collection, this presentation includes approxi-
mately 20 artists, including Diane Arbus, Richard
Avedon, Gregory Crewdson, William Eggleston,
Nan Goldin, Sally Mann, Peter Hujar, Robert
Mapplethorpe, Cindy Sherman, Lorna Simpson,
and Andy Warhol. Through Apr. 5 - "Fantastical
Forms: Ceramics as Sculpture". The 25 works

in this exhibition—curated by associate curator
Whitney Richardson—highlight the Museum’s
Collection of sculptural ceramics from the last
two decades of the 20th century to the present.
Each work illustrates the artist’s ability to push
beyond the utilitarian and transition ceramics into
the world of sculpture. North and South Carolina
artists featured include Elma McBride Johnson,
Neil Noland, Norm Schulman, Virginia Scotchie,
Cynthia Bringle, Jane Palmer, Michael Sherrill,
and Akira Satake. Works by American artists Don
Reitz, Robert Chapman Turner, Karen Karnes,
Toshiko Takaezu, Bill Griffith, and Xavier Toubes
are also featured in the exhibition. Ongoing - The
Asheville Art Museum, the hub for 20th- and 21st-
century American art in Western North Carolina,
has re-opened to the public. The $24+ million,
state-of-the-art facility encompasses 54,000
square feet and adds 70 percent more Collection
gallery space. For the first time in the Museum’s
history, it has the capacity to host major traveling
exhibitions from nationally recognized museums.
The expansion increases its physical space and
dramatically increases its role as a community
center, educational resource, economic engine
for WNC, and cultural concierge for the region’s
residents and visitors. Opening exhibitions
include: "Appalachia Now! An Interdisciplin-

ary Survey of Contemporary Art in Southern
Appalachia," is the inaugural special exhibition
of the newly renovated Museum. Curated by
Jason Andrew, the juried exhibition features 50
artists of diverse backgrounds from the Southern
Appalachian states of North Carolina, Georgia,
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virgina. The
exhibit provides a regional snapshot of the art of
our time—a collective survey of contemporary
Southern Appalachian culture. "Intersections in
American Art," is the largest presentation ever
drawn from the Museum’s Collection of 5,000+
works and 4,000+ architectural drawings. It cel-
ebrates the unique qualities of art from Western
North Carolina, placed within the context of art
from across the United States. The intersec-
tions of regional and national art are highlighted
throughout the galleries, as are three specific
ways of understanding the works here: Time &
Place; Experiments in Materials & Form; and
Collaboration & Interdisciplinary Dialogue. Admis-
sion: Yes. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm; Fri. till
8pm & Sun., 1-5pm. Contact: 828/253-3227 or at
(www.ashevilleart.org).

Asheville Gallery of Art, Ltd., 82 Patton Avenue,
across from Pritchard Park opposite the old loca-
tion, Asheville. Through Jan. 31 - "Bringing in
the Light," ringing in the new year with optimism
and vigor. The show will feature artwork from four
new gallery members: Olga Dorenko, Rebecca
Gottesman, Donny Luke, and Susan Voorhees.
Ongoing - Featuring original works of art by 31
local artists in oils, acrylics, watercolor, pastel, en-
caustic, and prints. Hours: Fri. & Sat., noon-5pm
or by appt. Contact: 828/251-5796 or at (www.

ashevillegallery-of-art.com).

Black Mountain College Museum + Arts
Center, 120 College Street, Asheville. Ongo-
ing - "Leap Then Look Digital Exhibition, a
virtual exhibit at (https://bit.ly/2lwoyku). This
digital exhibition brings together images and
texts from Leap Then Look’s BMCM+AC Active
Archive Digital Residency. "Leap Then Look"

is a collaboration between British artists Lucy
Cran and Bill Leslie. Together the duo creates
artworks, participatory projects, workshops, and
events for people of all ages and abilities. Over
the 10 days of the Active Archive residency,
Leap Then Look responded to the history of
BMC—the images, stories, happenings, and
people. They used Instagram (@bmcmuseum /
@leap_then_look) to post archival images and
quotes, and to create new work in response to
the college’s diverse history. Their focus was on
process, experience, and material exploration.
It was an invitation to the public to join in active-
ly engaging with the archival material, opening
up the historical archive and practices of Black
Mountain College, making them relevant and
accessible for the twenty-first century. Ongo-
ing - An exhibition space dedicated to exploring
the history and legacy of the world’s most ac-
claimed experimental educational community,
Black Mountain College. Hours: Wed.-Sat.,
noon-4pm or by appt. Contact: 828/350-8484
or at (www.blackmountaincollege.org).

Center for Craft, 67 Broadway, Asheville.
Bresler Family Gallery, Through Jan. 22 -
"Sleight of Hand". The exhibition brings together
eleven works by six contemporary artists of color
working in ceramics who use humor as a tool to
navigate a range of pressing social issues. For
these artists, humor is not merely an aesthetic
choice; it is also a tool of resistance, resilience,
and healing. The deliberate use of humor in
ceramics traces back to the 1950s and 1960s
Bay Area Funk art. Participating artists include:
Diana Yesenia Alvarado, Natalia Arbelaez, Sal-
vador Jiménez-Flores, Yvette Mayorga, Woody
De Othello, and Maryam Yousif. The exhibit was
curated by Angelik Vizcarrondo-Laboy. Ongoing
- Encompassing an additional 7,000 square feet
of program space, including expanded galler-
ies, event and meeting spaces, and coworking
space serving the creative sector, this one-of-a-
kind National Craft Innovation Hub will engage
both the national craft community and western
North Carolina residents, further establishing the
Center for Craft as a thought-leader in what craft
means today, as well as how to support emerging
voices and makers. Hours: Mon.-Sun., 10am-
6pm. Contact: call 828/785-1357 or at (www.
centerforcraft.org).

Flood Gallery Fine Arts Center, 109 Roberts
St., Asheville. Ongoing - Dedicated to advanc-
ing the careers of emerging and mid career
artists, as well as educating the public and fur-
thering the understanding of contemporary art
and its importance within the community and
beyond. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact:
828/255-0066.

NC Glass Center, 140 Roberts Street, Suite C,
Asheville. Ongoing - The North Carolina Glass
Center is a non-profit, public access glass studio
providing daily educational offerings & demon-
strations. We are proud to represent the work
of our artists and instructors in the NCGC glass
gallery. Hours: Mon.-Sun., 10am-6pm. Contact:
828/505-3552 or at (www.ncglasscenter.org).

Odyssey Co-Op Gallery, 238 Clingman
Avenue, Asheville. Ongoing - Our Gallery
features works by 25 local clay artists, working
in a variety of styles to create functional and
non-functional pottery and works of figurative
and abstract sculpture. Hours: daily, 11am-5-
pm. Contact: 828/505-8707 or at (https://www.
odysseycoopgallery.com/about/).

Southern Highland Craft Guild, Biltmore
Village, 26 Lodge Street, former Biltmore Oteen
Bank Building in Biltmore Village, Asheville.
Ongoing - Featuring a wide range of work by
members of the Southern Highland Craft Guild.
including: pottery, glass, wood, jewelry, fiber,
metal, paper, mixed media and natural materials.
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-6pm. Contact: 828-277-
6222 or at (www.craftguild.org).

Southern Highland Craft Guild at the Folk

Art Center, Blue Ridge Parkway Milepost 382,
Asheville. Main Gallery, Through Jan. 17 -
"Inspiration," features 22 collaborative objects by
43 makers of the Southern Highland Craft Guild
who specialize in different media. Permanent
Collection Gallery, Ongoing - "Craft Traditions:
The Southern Highland Craft Guild Collection".
The Guild’s Permanent Collection is comprised
of approximately 2400 craft objects and dates
from the late 19th century to present. Beginning
with a donation from Frances Goodrich in 1931,
the Permanent Collection serves the Guild’s
mission of craft conservation and education. This
new installation will feature over 200 works that
highlight our holdings in traditional art: wood-
carving, pottery, dolls, basketry, weavings and
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furniture. The subject of this ongoing exhibition is
craft history — that of the Southern Highland Craft
Guild and the Studio Craft Movement. Focus
Gallery, Through Feb. 2 - "Center Stage". This
exhibit features works by five Guild Members:
Holland Van Gores, Warren Carpenter, Barbara
Jones, Karen Swing, and Rob Levin. Hours: daily
from 9am-5pm. Contact: call 828/298-7928 or at
(www.southernhighlandguild.org).

Southern Highland Craft Guild on Tunnel
Road, 930 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Ongoing

- Work by members of the Southern Highland
Craft Guild in various media. Hours: Mon.-Sat.,
9:30am-5pm. Contact: 828/298-7903.

YMI Gallery, YMI Cultural Center, 39 S. Market
Street @ Eagle Street, Asheville. Ongoing - "In
the Spirit of Africa". Featuring traditional and con-
temporary African masks, figurative woodcarv-
ings, beadwork, jewelry, and textiles. Discover
the purpose of mask and sculptures, which reflect
African ancestral heritage and learn to appreci-
ate symbolism and abstraction in African art. YMI
Conference Room, Ongoing - "Forebears &
Trailblazers: Asheville’s African American Lead-
ers, 1800s —1900s". The permanent exhibit offers
a pictorial history of African-Americans from
throughout Western North Carolina. Photographs
of both influential and everyday people create

a panorama of the variety of life among blacks

in the mountain region. Here are the young and
old, the prominent and the unknown, the men
and women who helped create our city's life. YMI
Drugstore Gallery, Ongoing - "Mirrors of Hope
and Dignity". A moving and powerful collection of
drawings by the renowned African-American art-
ist Charles W. White. Entry, Ongoing - "George
Vanderbilt's Young Men's Institute, 1892-Pres-
ent". Admission: Yes. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 10am-5-
pm. Contact: 828/252-4614.
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Work by Millie Elmore

ALTERNATE ART SPACES - Asheville
The North Carolina Arboretum, Milepost 393,
Blue Ridge Parkway, 100 Frederick Law Olmsted
Way, Asheville. Baker Exhibit Center Gallery,
Jan. 16 - May 2 - "The Enveloping Landscape:
A Contemplative Photographic Journey". What
began as an individual documentary photography
project has turned into a unique collaboration
between the Arboretum, an environmental artist,
and members of the local community that encour-
ages meaningful dialogue, and most importantly,
inspires an increased commitment to caring for
our planet. Ongoing - The Asheville Quilt Guild
features a permanent, rotating quilt exhibit at
Arboretum’s Education Center. Visitors can also
enjoy the Arboretum’s Quilt Garden year-round,
with plantings and patterns that change with
the seasons. Admission: Yes. Hours: Education
Center hours: Mon.-Sat., 9am-5pm. Contact:
828/665.2492 or at (www.ncarboretum.org).

Beaufort

Mattie King Davis Art Gallery, Beaufort Historic
Site, 130 Turner Street, Beaufort. Ongoing - The
Mattie King Davis Art Gallery, Carteret County’s
Oldest Gallery, is housed in one of the Historic
Site’s oldest buildings and features over 100 local
and regional artists. An extensive collection of
fine art, pottery, crafts, and gifts can be found at
this special gallery. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9:30am-5-
pm. Contact; 252/728-5225.

Black Mountain - Swannanoa

Black Mountain Center for the Arts, Old City
Hall, 225 West State St., Black Mountain. Upper
Gallery, Through Jan. 5 - "Ceramic Arts: Student
& Instructors Exhibit". View the exhibit at (https:/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOE7bO_uvhg).
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm. Contact: 828/669-
0930 or at (www.blackmountainarts.org).

Red House Studios & Gallery, of the Swan-
nanoa Valley Fine Art League, 310 W State
Street, next to the Monte Vista Hotel, Black
Mountain. Through Jan. 31 - "Extraordinary
Finds and Times," featuring works by Alexandra
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